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The  Idta  of  German  Diplomacy 
C6HIMA  Hiroshi 


German  diplomacy  is,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 

Fuehrer  Hiller's  dipli'tiacy.  Hitler  mentions  honour 
(Ehre),  equality,  (Glnichheit)  and  freedom  (Freiheit) 
as  the  thi  ee  principles  .of  diplomacy.  In  other 
words,  he  means  to  brnvely  endaavoor  tc<  Improve  sucn  " 
things  as  impair  the  lonour  of  Germany,  hinder  her 
equality  ->nd  take  her  freedom  away. 

For  instance,  the  Versailles  Treaty  is  against 
these  three  principles.  Therefore  Germany  tried  to 
break  herself  off  from  this-  regime,  and  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  .•e-armaments,  the  denunciation  .of  the  Locarno 
Treaty,  the  occupation  of  Rhineland  and  other  daring 
acts  '.with  which  Germany  is  now  throwing  the  world 
into  uther  amazement-- they  have  el},  come  from  these 
three  principles.  Any  obstacle  to  the  honour  of 
Germany,  to  the  equality  of  Germany*  end  to  the  freer 
dom  of  Germany  must  be  swept  as  soon  es  possible. 

Practical  affairs  of  course  do  not  always  con¬ 
form  with  principles.  Each  country  has  her  own  fine 
diplomatic  principles.  WeaK  countries  are  too  power¬ 
less  to  carry  out  their  ideals,  while  strong  ones, 
depending  upon  their  power,  entrench  themselves 
behind  che  shield  of  their  principles.  Germany, 
however.,  may  be  said  to  be  one  of  those  countries 
which  P"*e  steadily  carrying  out  their  ideals  and 
leading  principles.  Lookers-on  may  think  that  their 
stete  ideals  are  carried  out  too  hastily  and  somewhat 
overbearingly %  but  at  least  Hitler  hlroself  is  con- 
vinced  that  he  is  carrying  out  sound  diplomatic  policies 
at  opportune  ‘moments. 

This  way  of  thinking  is  revealed  in  v^ious 
diplomatic  policies.  To  cite  an.  example.,  it  is  clearly 
shown  in  Hitler's  diplomatic  document  exchanjed  with 
the  British  Government  in  the  well-known  blank  docu¬ 
ment"  in  the  recent  Polish  trouble. 

Great  Britain  desired  the  withdrawal  of  the  German 
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forces  when  they  advanced  into  Poland,  suggested 
that  Germany  end  Poland  should  negotiate  afresh  on 
a  blank  sl8te  and  proposed  that  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  should  also  join  in  these  negotiations  at  such 
time.  Hitler,  however,  flatly  refused  this  request. 

As  answered  the  German  forces  might  give  ear  to 
such  requests  of  Great  Britain  and  France  when  they 
had  accomplished  the  aim  of  their  advances,  namely 
after'.they  had  secured  victory,  bu$  while  the  objective 
of  advances  with  good  reasons  is  not  achieved,  for  the 
sake  of  German  "honor",  it  is  impossible  to  withdraw 
her  troops,  even  for  the  convenience  of  diplomatic 
negotiations.  This  shows  us  how  Important  they  think 
of  honour . 

In  the  complicated  international  relations 
of  today,  however,  mere  speech  cannot  secure  the 
safety  of  a  country.  It  can  be  understood  that  she 
/Germany/  has  endeavoured  to  maintain  a  strong  army 
in  a  short  time  as  a  support  to  back  her  and  to  carry 
out  her  own  diplomacy  of  the  three  principles  under 
the  support  of  this  real  power.  She  has  often  achieved 
bloodless  victory  because  to  accomplish  her  purposes, 
she  attdnded  to  affairs  being  prepared  for  war  in  the 
worst  case.  The  difficult  work  of  the  present  re¬ 
construction  of  Germany  has  been  accomplished  entirely 
because  of  the  sagacity  of  the  statesmen  to  perceive 
the  development  of  things,  decision  at  the  right  moment, 
a  powerful  army,  perfect  command  with  the  whole  nation 
under,  it  and  /the  nation's/  trust  /in  the  command/. 

It  deserves  our  admiration  that  Germany  has  made  herself 
what  she  is  under  the  complicated  situation  of  Europe. 

Can  it  be  considered  t’^at  the  bloodless  diplomacy, 
however,  which  annexed  Austria,  and  dealt  with 
Csecho  /-Slovakia/  twice,  failed  in  its  diplomacy  by 
giving  rise  to  the  second  Great  World  War  by  finally 
making  a  foe  of  England  and  France  by  annihilating  . 

Poland  on  the  pretext  of  the  Danzig  problem? 

Now,  diplomacy  presupposes  the  other  party.  It 
is  by  nature  adaptable  to  any  changes  to  suit  the 
occasion,  and  it  is  not  necessarily  right  to  think  that 
German  diplomacy  made  a  failure  or  a  miscalculation  in 
coming  to  the  present  Wrr.  Germany  was  always  prepared 
for  war  and  carried  out  all  policies  on  that  basis. 

That  is  to  say,  she  was  determined  to  resort  to  arms  at 
any  moment  according  to  the  other  party's  attitude 
towards  her  when  she  carried  out  her  own  positive  policies, 
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Tn  this  wav  the  victory  of  bloodless  diplomacy  care 
tS  be* talked  a  b  ou  t^  and  her  firm  resolution  was  the 
same  this  time  as  before.  > 

There  is  nothing  more  necessary  at  Pr®a®£t  ¥lVl0 
such  close  connection  of  diplomacy  and  military  force. 


*  *  '  V 


•  W  •  f ww  * 

The  conclusion  of  the  Non-Aggression  Treaty  * 
between  Germany  and  the  Soviet  Union  gives  us  an 
imoression  that  both  countries  were,  evilly-speaking, 
too  crafty.  I  think  this  Infuriated  not_.a_few  of  the 
people.  I  think  we  cannot,  however,  rightly,  oppose 
^denounce/  thiTaS  the  last  measure  Germany  resorted  to  . 
in  her” critical  situation  when  by  this  means  she 
would  either  be  forced  to  make  operations  on  two 
fronts  or  by  only  one  front,  or  be  able.t? 
war  Is  not  the  Soviet  Union  at  present  desiring 
merely  to  advance  to  the  Baltic  See  on  one  hand  and 
to  reach  a  rapprochement  with-j8pdn  in  the  Far  Ees 
oh  the  other?PPDiplomacy  of  oourse  c6n“ 

lecture,  but  I.  think  it  may  be  possible^at  t.iis 
Juncture  to  make  the  Soviet  Union  wash  her  hands  of  China. 


}  '  rt ; 


*  i  - 

Fuehrer  Hitler  carries  on  German  diplomacy  himself. 
Ribbentrop  is  a  good  assistant  to  him.  Hitler  himself 
Sis  a  sSptrior  pfivate  in  the  World  War  /I/:  and  has  no 
experience  whrtsoever  as  a  diplomat,  lie  has  become 
ffom  his  particular  character. a  first-class  personage  a 
diplomat  in  the  world.  V  .V. 

‘  He  takes  to  histories  rnd 
while  busy  in  state  affairs1,  meditates  . 

is  devising  all  policies  from  the  principles  which 

have  crystallized  in  his  head.  RJbb®5^?nJs0iult 
one  w^th  Hitler  and  has  a  good  understating  of 
filer's  diplomatic  belief,  and  ™Jhthese 

to  say  that  German  diplomacy  J1®8  th< %in?omacy  could 

.two.  Such  being  the  ®aaei  Sk4®rig^ipi?Sbentrop 
be  carried  out  which  astonished  the  world.  Rlbbenprp 

has  an  acute  Intellect  and  “^ulek^pereeptlon.-a  thing 
which  Germans  seldom  have.  He  also  has  a  very  sjro  g 
Jill  end  is  a  type  of  man  who  never  fails^to  go  j through 
iSt  he  has  determined  to  do.1  He  is  exactly  the. right 
diplomatic  assistant  who  haa  no  £  *t 

to 

apare  no  pains.  h*  ls°trulyVmodern 

without  some  obstacles  or  otner.  t  ne  is 
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international  statesman  who  is  reedy,  in  such  cases, 
to  fly  to  Rome  or  London  and  handles  the  matter  ouickly. 
Being  such  a  type  of  ective  man,  he  does  not  stick  to 
trifles  or  cere  about  minor  details  in  negotiation  or 
dispute,  but  tries  to  grasp  main  points.  In  this  sense, 

I  could  not  but  recognize  his  quick  perception  in  my 
vprious  actual  negotiations.- 

He  is  not  a  very  early  riser,  as  foreigners  go, 
but  tenaciously  sits  at  work  very  late  at  night.  Ho 
is  quite  a  different  type  of  statesman  from  the  so- 
called  petty  officials. 

;  -  '  *  •  ’  *  *.  .  ,  f  '  *  :  , 

I  had  much  intercourse  with  Goering  and  other 
military  men  while  I  was  a  resident,  officer,  and  I 
have  been  acquainted  with  Ribbentrop  and  other 
diplomats  and  statesmen  since  I  was  an  ambassador. 

These  men  gave  me  en  impression  that  the  Nazi  leaders 
were  all  settled  in  resolution  and  that  they  were  young. 

Since  the  runchen  disturbance  in  November,  1923, 
the  preseat  Nazis  have  been  under  the  oppression  of 
communism  end  Social  democracy,  heve  often  lingered  on 
the  verge  of  death,  have  exposed  themselves  to  danger 
from  morning  till  night — they  have  busied  themselves  so 
much  to  make  the  defeated  Germany  what  she  is  today — 
a  fact  which  I  think  has  had  an  effect  upon  their  character, 
has  trained  them  and  has  made  of  them -.statesmen  who 
are  sincerely  anxious  about  the  future  of  their  country 
and  grapple  with  their  national  crisis. 


As  Gbrmans  usually  do,  Fuehrer  Htler  strongly 
trusts  and  respects  Japan.  It  is  true  that  he  had 
political  interest,  but  he  depends  much  upon  the 
Japanese  nationality  and  the  character  of  the  Japanese. 

Hitler  paid  attention  to  German  history  and  the 
traditions  of  the  foundation  of  their  country,  upon 
which  school  education  also  laid  stress.  This  is  per¬ 
haps  because  he  knew  that  a  man  could  not  perform  his 
duty  as  a  citizen  of  his  country  unless  he  respected 
tho  history  of  his  country.  ■  It  was  quite  natural  that 
he  respected  our  history  of  2600  years. 

He  also  tepches,  "Be  always  brave".  In  his  Bpeech 
in  the  Reichstag  of  Sep.  1,  he  said,  "Let  Goering  be 
commander  when  I  am  killed  at  the  front;  let  Hess  succeed 
Goerin~  when  he  dies:  and  choose  the  bravest  Nazi  when 
Hess  dies,"  and  went  immediately  to  the  front  pnd  to 
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